The present authors proved in 1966 that for any cardinal a, if a Hausdorff space X is of cardinality >2 20t then it contains a discrete subspace of cardinality >a. The following result shows that this cannot be improved (even for completely regular spaces). COROLLARY. For any given a, it is consistent to assume that there exists a zero-dimensional T 2 space of weight a ++ in which no subspace has the weight a + .
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